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April 2 -May 17

Fragmentation

Exhibition by Czech-Canadian artist
Marek Schovének

Canada House Gallery, Trafalgar Square
www.london.gc.ca

April 16-18

London Book Fair

Canada participates in Europe’s major
book publishing/rights trading event
Earls Court
www.londonbookfair.co.uk

April 18-May 5

Darrel in 10 Days on Earth
Canada’s foremost marionette artist
Ronnie Burkett

Barbican

www.barbican.org.uk

April 26

Canada-UK Chamber of Commerce
Luncheon

Guest speaker: Alberta Minister for
Industry Iris Evans

Canada House, Trafalgar Square
events@canada-uk.org

May 11-23

Pelléas et Mélisande

Canadian Baritone Gerald Finley as
Golaud in Debussy's masterpiece
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden
www.royalopera.org

May 17-18

Rethinking Canadian History
Academic conference: University of
London (May 17); Canada House (May 18)
www.americas.sas.ac.uk

May 23-24

All Energy ‘07 Exhibition and
Conference

A Canadian pavillion features at this
event devoted to renewable energy
Aberdeen Exhibition and Conference
Centre

www.all-energy.co.uk

June 22

Canadian and British Perspectives
in Legal History: Commonalities and
Departures

Academic conference: Canada House,
Trafalgar Square
cl.smith@reading.ac.uk

July 13

Beyond Vimy Ridge: War and Peace in
Canadian History

Academic conference: Canada House,
Trafalgar Square

tkm2@canterbury.ac.uk

O s Ty D (50 1 O N

Trail blazers: Arcade Fire (inset, two of the Montreal sexte

Canadian talent sets
music world on fire

Band of the moment, Arcade Fire, already
immortalised on the front of TIME magazine
beneath the headline ‘Canada’s Most
Intriguing Rock Band’, is leading a record
line-up of home-grown talent at UK festivals.

Credited on the world music scene for
delivering serious industry credo to an
ensuing wave of Canadian bands, the
Montreal-based sextet who unleashed
their first album, Funeral, in late 2004 to
critical acclaim, before picking up a gig as
backing band for David Bowie and opening
for U2 in their hometown, are on the bill at
the Glastonbury Festival (June 22-24).

What's more they're not alone. Eight other
Canadian acts — Champion; Corb Lund; Holy
Fuck; Metric; New Pornographers; Tokyo
Police Club; Patrick Watson; and You Say
Party! We Say Die! — will make the pilgrimage
to the UK's most revered music festival,
mirrored in the fact 137500 tickets sold
out within 90 minutes of going on sale.

With nine of their compatriot acts booked
to play at The Great Escape at Brighton
(May 17-19) — namely The Besnard Lakes; Les
Breastfeeders; Land of Talk; Dan Mangan;
Midway State; Priestess; The Stills; Patrick
Watson; and We're Marching On - 2007
is set to be a winner when it comes to
Canada'’s clout on the world music scene.

What's clear is that Nelly Furtado — recently
crowned best international female solo
artist at the 2007 Brit Awards in London,
before this month pocketing five prizes
including album of the year at Canada'’s Juno
Awards — is not the only Canadian success
story storming the red carpet. Indeed, in
the latest accolade, Toronto-based rapper

t) kickstart a tidal wave of Canadian acts in the UK

K'naan this month picked up The BBC Radio
3 Award for World Music in the newcomer
category.

Revisiting the headlines that scream Arcade
Fire, Canadian music industry insider Melissa
Greiner has given a lot of thought to the
wider story behind the band's success.

‘Arcade Fire was the initial impetus in 2006
for the world music industry to start looking
at Montreal specifically — then Canada,’ she
told Canada Focus. ‘Because of this, bands
working on creating new and exciting music
have been noticed — both Arcade Fire and
Broken Social Scene work in collaborative
situations, and this style has exploded on
to the world scene. Other bands from
Montreal such as Sixtoo and Wolf Parade
have been around and have been doing
extremely well in North America and
Europe, and hail from Montreal as well.

Not one to mince words, Glastonbury's
head of booking Martin Elbourne offers his
own take: ‘Everything changed after Arcade
Fire. Before them, if a band got a good
review, there would be some joke
about them coming from Canada.
Afterwards, you hear all of them [reviews]
state... another good band from Canada.’

Don't miss next month's NME magazine —
UK's music bible. Fifteen of the Canadian
acts set to take the stage at Glastonbury
Festival and The Great Escape will be
featured on a special covermount CD.

For more information:

jeffrey.crossman@international.gc.ca
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